
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE954 June 29, 2018 
in the Plattsburgh Air Unit, where his duties in-
cluded patrolling the northern border from 
above and supporting officers on the ground. 
He has participated in countless successful 
missions, including the manhunt for the 
Dannemora prison escapees in 2015. In addi-
tion to his patrol duties, Agent Perry gave 
back to his unit by serving as an instructor 
pilot, passing on his skills and expertise to the 
next generation of pilots. A true public servant, 
Agent Perry served in the U.S. Marine Corps 
for four years before his career with U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection. He has given so 
much to this country, and his lifelong service 
is truly admirable. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st district, I 
would like to thank Agent Perry for his years 
of hard work. He has shown true dedication to 
his community and country, and I wish him all 
the best in the years ahead. 
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Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor my friend, beloved and 
iconic member of the Hoosier community, 
John Hall, who is retiring as the Indianapolis 
Field Office Director for the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development in Indiana 
(HUD). During his time at HUD, John worked 
tirelessly to improve the living conditions, 
neighborhoods, and quality of life for residents 
across the State of Indiana. The people of In-
diana’s Fifth Congressional District are forever 
grateful for John’s contributions to our Hoosier 
community, and it is my privilege to honor him 
today. 

A native Hoosier, John was raised in Indian-
apolis where he attended Shortridge High 
School and later graduated from Ball State 
University with a Bachelor’s of Social Science. 
After earning his undergraduate degree, John 
pursued graduate studies at both Indiana Uni-
versity-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) 
and DePauw University. He then began his 
career teaching history and government at Ar-
senal Technical High School. Passionate 
about community youth, John coached fresh-
man track and was the trainer for the Arsenal 
Tech sports program. Dedicated to making a 
difference through education, John directed 
the Minority Engineering Advancement Pro-
gram (MEAP) and later became an adminis-
trator at the Purdue University School of Engi-
neering and Technology at IUPUI. 

In addition to his career in education, John 
served as a senior aide to Senator Richard 
Lugar for 15 years. Under Senator Lugar, he 
managed a vast portfolio of issues, including 
education, economic development, small busi-
ness, and special projects. As Assistant State 
Director, John worked with key Indiana staff 
members on domestic and international 
issues, specifically focusing on African affairs. 
He later served as Deputy Mayor of Indianap-
olis for three years under Mayor Stephen 

Goldsmith. Under his leadership, John helped 
facilitate the Mayor’s education forums, the 
Front Porch Alliance, faith-based initiative, 
welfare-to-work initiative, small and minority 
business development, affordable housing, 
and inner city retail and race relations issues. 
During my time as Deputy Mayor of Indianap-
olis, I had the unique opportunity to work side 
by side with John to help lead our city. A true 
public servant, John then became the Director 
of Neighborhood Relations for the Health and 
Hospital Corporation of Marion County in 
2000. 

In 2002 John became the first African-Amer-
ican Indianapolis Field Office Director in the 
history of the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. As Field Office Director, 
John met with various mayors, housing au-
thority executives, and community develop-
ment professionals throughout the State of In-
diana. His communication skills and deep ex-
perience were instrumental in gaining a better 
understanding of the strengths and challenges 
presented in communities across the state of 
Indiana. Personal knowledge of neighborhood 
issues allowed him to understand the impor-
tance of a safe, stable living environment, with 
available opportunities for home ownership. 
Responsible for leading the Indianapolis field 
office and offices in Gary, Indiana, John 
oversaw over 87 HUD employees. Under his 
leadership, the Indianapolis office encouraged 
homeownership, refinanced FHA mortgages 
for affordable housing, and doubled its home-
ownership outreach, especially among minori-
ties. This led to administering more than 460 
million in grant dollars across Indiana commu-
nities. 

John’s impact on his community goes far 
beyond his work at the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, as evi-
denced by his service on the boards of the 
Fund for Hoosier Excellence, the Greater Indi-
anapolis Progress Committee, and the Greater 
Indianapolis Health Foundation. He also 
served as a chairman for the Greater Indy 
Neighborhoods Initiative, Co-Chair of the Civic 
Engagement segment of the Community Revi-
talization Summit, Trustee of the Indianapolis 
Building Authority, and member of the Marion 
County Sheriff’s Merit Board and Indianapolis 
Human Rights Commission. A man of faith, 
John currently serves as the Staff Parish 
Team Leader at Barnes United Methodist 
Church in Indianapolis. 

In the public and private sector, John has 
been honored with numerous awards. He no-
tably received the 2007 Outstanding Black 
Alumnus from Ball State University, the 2006 
Award for Public Service from the Indiana 
Black Expo, the 2005 President’s Award from 
Ball State University’s Black Alumni Con-
stituent Society, and the award for Excellence 
in Public Health from Indiana’s State Health 
Commissioner in 2004. He was also honored 
with the Ball State Benny Award in 2004, 
Drum Major Award in Community Service by 
the Circle City Frontiers of Indianapolis in 
2000, and the Achievement in Public Service 
Award by the Center for Leadership Develop-
ment in 1997. 

John has made a remarkable impression on 
his community and the lives of his friends, 
family, and colleagues. He has truly left a leg-
acy of service at the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development and beyond 

that will be built upon for years to come. On 
behalf of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional District, 
I would like to congratulate John Hall on his 
extraordinary career and extend my gratitude 
for all the wonderful contributions he has 
made to our Hoosier community. While I know 
John will be missed at HUD, I wish the very 
best to him, his two sons and the rest of his 
family as he enjoys a well-deserved retire-
ment. 
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate my friend and trust-
ed spiritual advisor, Dr. Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Brown-
ing, Pastor of First Baptist Church in Frankfort, 
Kentucky, upon his retirement after dedicating 
his life to nearly 50 years of faithful ministry. 

My bride, Cynthia, and I were honored to 
have Dr. Browning officiate our wedding in 
1999. He blessed the beginning of our mar-
riage with an eloquent ceremony about the un-
matched value of love, devotion and thanks-
giving. We have held his words close to our 
hearts each day and uphold Dr. Browning with 
the highest esteem. 

He was also my beloved Pastor at the Som-
erset First Baptist Church, where he served 
our community for 16 years. Dr. Browning 
shared the Word of God with great boldness, 
discipling young Christians and shepherding 
his flock with enduring wisdom. I have always 
been inspired by his passion to serve and 
share the Gospel of Jesus. Just as the Bible 
instructs us to do, Dr. Browning has cared for 
the widows and the poor, visited the sick, 
mourned with the broken-hearted, and rejoiced 
with those in times of celebration. 

Dr. Browning was licensed and ordained to 
the Gospel Ministry by the First Baptist Church 
of Greenville after diligently studying at The 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville. While most of his ministry was dedi-
cated in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, he 
also ministered in Atlanta, Georgia for 13 
years. From 1994 to 1995, he served as 
President of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

As noted in his biography, ‘‘Dr. Browning is 
proud of his Baptist heritage and works with 
other Baptists through the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship to spread the Gospel, build bridges 
of goodwill and understanding among all peo-
ple, promote the cause of justice and meet the 
needs of those who are struggling.’’ 

He and his wife, Jackie, have been a tre-
mendous blessing to families and individuals 
across Kentucky, and I extend my deepest 
gratitude for their friendship and counsel over 
the years. As they enter into retirement, Cyn-
thia and I pray the years ahead are filled with 
exceeding peace and joy along with their three 
children and five grandchildren. 
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